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MONDAY

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THOSE JOINING IN FELLOWSHIP WITH EACH OTHER AT CLERGY
CONFERENCE THIS WEEK. HOPEFULLY IT WILL BE A REVITALISING AND RELAXING TIME FOR ALL
ATTENDING.

19th January — Morning all, we've had the call. Ofsted are coming. And with those words comes a
rush of thoughts and feelings, pressure, nerves, urgency, the sense that everything is suddenly being
watched and weighed. It's natural to feel that. But before anything else, let's pause and remember
this: God is not surprised by today. “The Lord goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8) Inspections
measure systems, processes, evidence and outcomes, but they do not define our worth, our calling,
or our identity. They may look at what we do, but God sees who we are. He sees the care given
quietly, the difficult conversations handled with compassion, the decisions made in the best interests
of children and families, often under immense pressure. We don’t walk into this moment alone. God
goes before us, into every conversation, every visit, every question. He stands with us, in the nerves,
the waiting, the long days. And He remains faithful regardless of outcomes. Today is not about
striving to appear perfect. (Although we know we are) It's about being honest, professional, and
grounded in the values that already guide our work. We do not need to perform; we need to be
present. We do not need to panic; we need to trust. Whatever this week brings, remember this, we
are already seen, already known, and already held. And that gives us the strength to face today and
the rest of this week with courage and calm.
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TUESDAY

THESE DEVOTIONALS STARTED NEARLY 6 YEARS AGO AS A SHORT SENTENCE OF SCRIPTURE TO
WORK COLLEAGUES. NOW THEY ARE SENT ALL AROUND THE WORLD - A REMINDER THAT GOD CAN
TAKE SOMETHING SMALL AND USE IT FAR BEYOND WHAT WE EVER IMAGINE.

20th January — Morning all... With all the excitement and urgency of the Ofsted call yesterday,
something quietly significant passed me by. Yesterday marked the start of week 300 of these
devotionals. The first one was written on 16th March 2020, at a time when the world felt uncertain,
fragile, and unfamiliar. | didn’t notice it at the time, and maybe that in itself says something important.
Because most of what God does in us, and through us, doesn’t arrive with fanfare. It happens
faithfully, quietly, week by week, moment by moment. Three hundred weeks is not about perfection.
I's about persistence. About showing up. About trusting that God can use small, consistent acts of
faithfulness in ways we may never fully see. Some weeks these words were written with clarity and
joy; other weeks they were written with tiredness, uncertainty, or simply obedience. And yet God has
been present in all of it. That first devotional in March 2020 wasn’t written because everything was
clear, it was written because everything wasn’t. And that’s often where faith grows best: not when life
is settled, but when it's shifting beneath our feet. Yesterday, preparations for Ofsted took centre
stage. Today, gratitude takes its turn. “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) Week 300 is a
reminder that God has been faithful, He has met us week after week with new mercy, fresh grace,
and just enough strength for the day. So today, let us give thanks. For the journey. For the
consistency. For the quiet faithfulness that often goes unnoticed, even by us. God sees it. God
honours it. And God is still at work.
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WEDNESDAY

TODAY'S DEVOTIONAL IS A LITTLE REMINDER TO TAKE A MOMENT TO BREATHE AND REMEMBER
GOD IS AT WORK EVEN WHEN WE STOP FOR A MOMENT. TAKE FIVE MINUTES AND REMEMBER GOD
IS PRESENT, STEADY, AND ALREADY WORKING AHEAD OF US.

21st January — Morning all... Today comes with a mixture of emotions. There’s momentum, pressure,
tiredness, and that familiar sense that a lot is happening all at once. Nothing overwhelming on its own,



but enough together to feel the weight of it. | notice that on days like this I'm tempted to push on
without pausing, to keep moving, keep answering, keep holding things together. But I'm learning that
even when life isn’t dramatic, it can still be demanding. Some days don’t stop us in our tracks, but
they do slow our hearts if we're honest. Today feels like one of those days. And yet, God meets us in
this day, not an ideal one. “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm
118:24) This verse isn’t a call to pretend everything feels joyful. It’'s a reminder that today, in all its
complexity is still held by God. Nothing about this day has caught Him off guard. Every conversation,
every challenge, every quiet moment is already known to Him. Sometimes faith is simply choosing to
receive today as it is, rather than wishing it were different. Doing what needs to be done without
carrying more than we’re meant to. Trusting that God’s presence is enough for what lies ahead. Jesus
reminds us: “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and | too am working.” (John 5:17) So,
even when you feel stretched, remember God is at work. Even when we feel tired, know that He is
steady. Even when we don’t see immediate outcomes, don’t forget He’'s shaping something good.
Remember, be kind to yourself and to others. And trust that God is with you, not just in the big
moments, but in the ordinary faithfulness of this day.
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THURSDAY

TODAY, | TOO FIND MYSELF QUIETLY REFLECTING ON THE THREE-DAY CLERGY CONFERENCE THIS
WEEK. A TREASURED TIME OF FELLOWSHIP AMONGST THE BRETHREN OF THE DIOCESE. WHAT A
JOY IT WAS.

22nd January — Morning all... Today feels like a good moment to pause and reflect. Not on what's still
left to do, not on the noise or the pressure, but on what God has already carried us through. So often
we rush past the evidence of His faithfulness because we’re focused on the next demand, the next
deadline, the next concern. But today invites a different posture, one of noticing, remembering, and
quietly giving thanks. “The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad.” (Psalm
118:24) This verse doesn’t say everything is finished or nothing is hard anymore. It simply says God
has been at work today, and that alone is reason to rejoice. Gratitude doesn’t deny the challenges
ahead; it grounds us in the truth that we haven’t faced any of this alone. C.S. Lewis once wrote:
“Gratitude looks to the past and love to the present; fear, avarice, lust, and ambition look ahead.” That
feels painfully accurate. When we stop to give thanks, fear loosens its grip. Anxiety quietens.
Perspective returns. Gratitude recentres us, reminding us that the same God who was faithful then is
present now and already at work in what'’s still unfolding. So today, | choose gratitude. I'll notice the
small mercies: the strength to keep going, the people who walk alongside me, the quiet moments of
grace | might otherwise miss. And with a steadier heart, I'll trust God with what’s not yet resolved.
Because if He has brought me this far, He will carry me the rest of the way too. Amen.
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FRIDAY

AS WE BEGIN REVD MARK'S DEVOTIONAL TODAY, MY PRAYER IS THAT YOU WOULD BOTH RECEIVE
AND OFFER ENCOURAGEMENT, TRUSTING THAT GOD WILL USE EVEN THE SMALLEST WORDS OF
KINDNESS TO STRENGTHEN HEARTS AND BUILD US UP TOGETHER.

23rd January — Morning all... Today feels like a day for encouragement, both to receive it and to pass
it on. I’'m aware that many of us are carrying more than we say out loud. The pace is fast,
expectations are high, and tiredness has a way of creeping in quietly. “Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11) I'm reminded of something Winston
Churchill once said: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
Encouragement is one of those things we give that costs very little, yet means an awful lot. Not grand
gestures or perfect words, just simple, intentional kindness. A kind word. A moment of listening. A
gentle check-in that says, “I'm thinking of you.” Small things, but they carry real weight. | know how
much a few well-timed words have lifted me when pressure has been high, and how easily we
underestimate the impact we can have on someone else’s day. So today, I’'m choosing to be
intentional with encouragement. I'll notice effort, not just outcomes. I'll speak life where things feel
heavy. And I'll try to receive encouragement too, rather than brushing it off. If today feels demanding,
know this, you're not unseen, you're not alone, and what you’re doing matters more than you think.
So, let’s build each other up one word, one moment at a time.
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