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MONDAY

REVD MARK HAS A TOUGH JOB TO DO, AS | AM SURE MANY OF YOU READING THIS WILL KNOW. AND
| KNOW THAT ONE OF HIS FAVOURITE HYMNS SUSTAINS HIM THROUGH ALL THOSE TOUGH
MOMENTS - (MP 1019) 'YOU ARE MY STRENGTH WHEN | AM WEAK, YOU ARE THE TREASURE THAT |
SEEK, YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL... WHEN | FALL DOWN YOU PICK ME UP, WHEN | AM DRY YOU FILL MY
CUP, YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL..."

5th January — Morning all... | don’t know if you have ever noticed, but strength is often only discovered
when it’s required. Most of us would never volunteer for tasks that we know will stretch us to breaking
point, yet it's precisely there that we learn what we carry. We rarely know what we’re capable of until
circumstances demand endurance beyond our comfort. Most days in this work, responsibility
outpaces energy. Each morning begins with demands that already feel just beyond my capacity. |
often wake weary, aware that the hours ahead will require more patience, more discernment, more
resilience than | feel | have to give. There are rarely dramatic moments or sudden relief from the
pressure, just the steady work of getting through one day at a time. And yet, when the day ends, I'm
still standing. It’s in those moments of the reflection that | recognise the quiet grace in that. | wasn’t
sustained by my own strength; | was being held. David declared his confidence in the Lord when he
said: “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.” (Psalm 28:7)
A shield doesn’t remove the battle; it makes survival possible within it. God doesn’t always spare us
from difficulty, but He faithfully equips us to stand through it. Charles Spurgeon captured this truth well
when he said, “God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfil His promises, leading us
along the best and straightest paths to Himself.” Today, when you feel stretched beyond your
capacity, don’t confuse your weariness with defeat. Remember, the same God who calls you to
endure also supplies you with what you need to continue.

Revd Mark Spiers

TUESDAY

HAPPY EPIPHANY! EPIPHANY INVITES US TO BEHOLD THE LIGHT OF CHRIST REVEALED TO THE
NATIONS, CALLING US TO WORSHIP, TO WONDER, AND TO FOLLOW WHERE THAT LIGHT LEADS.
TAKE TIME TODAY TO REFLECT ON THIS.

6th January — Morning all, why is it that we often ask God to take away the things that wear us down.
We pray for the problem to disappear, for the pressure to ease, for life to get lighter. And when
nothing seems to change, we think God has gone quiet. Scripture reminds us that grace isn’t always
about getting out of the struggle, sometimes it’s about being held steady right in the middle of it. God
said something deeply honest to the apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) Paul didn’t get the answer he wanted. The struggle
stayed. But he discovered something better, that God’s grace shows up most clearly when our own
strength runs out. Grace steps in where we can’t cope anymore. It meets us when we feel stretched
thin, tired, or painfully aware of our limits. God doesn’t wait for us to be strong; He works through us
when we're not. It's a bit like the cracks in an old pavement where flowers somehow push through. No
one planned for beauty there, yet life finds a way. Our broken places are often the same. Grace
doesn’t pretend the cracks aren’t there, it brings growth through them. Oswald Chambers once said,
“God’s grace does not give us the strength to live above difficulty, but to live through it.” That rings
true. God rarely removes every weight we carry, but He never leaves us to carry it alone. So, when
life highlights your weakness, don’t rush to hide it. God isn’t disappointed by it. He meets you there.
His grace isn’t a last resort; it's already at work.
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WEDNESDAY
WHEN YOU READ THIS, AREN'T YOU THANKFUL THAT THE CHURCH DOES NOT HAVE OFSTED VISITS.
HOWEVER, IF WE DID, HOW WOULD YOU FAIR?

7th January — Morning all... While we await the call from Ofsted, everything feels heightened. Every
decision is revisited, every document is scrutinised, every interaction is replayed in our minds. We
become acutely aware of what still feels unfinished, systems still bedding in, relationships still forming,
impact that hasn'’t yet fully surfaced. In moments like this, it's tempting to judge the story of our work
mid-chapter, as though this inspection will define its worth. Yet Scripture gently but firmly reminds us



that God does not abandon His work halfway through. Paul writes, “He who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6) This is not just about
personal faith; it speaks into our calling, our leadership, and our service. God is both the author and
the finisher. He started this work long before inspection dates were set and frameworks written. What
feels delayed is not denied. What feels imperfect is not abandoned. What feels exposed is not without
purpose. So many biblical stories only make sense at the end. Joseph’s prison, Moses’ wilderness,
Nehemiah’s rubble, none of it looked like success while it was happening. Yet God was shaping
something deeper than appearances. Today’s pressures may be forming tomorrow’s testimony. The
scrutiny we face may be refining integrity, resilience, and clarity of purpose. Trust the process, even
when the plot feels unclear and the margins feel tight. Remember, this is not the final chapter. The
story is still being written by a faithful God who finishes what He starts.
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THURSDAY
WHEN FEAR BEGINS TO WHISPER, GOD INVITES US NOT TO PANIC, BUT TO REMEMBER. READ ON...

8th January — Morning all... What do you reach for first when fear creeps in, your worries, or your
memories of God’s faithfulness? When we forget what God has already done, fear quickly fills the
silence. Anxiety grows loud when remembrance grows quiet. That is why Scripture so often calls
God’s people to look back before they look ahead. The psalmist urges us plainly, “Remember the
wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced” (Psalm 105:5). | once met a
young boy who had been through more than most adults. He was anxious about starting a new school
after a difficult year. On his first day, his teacher noticed him clutching a small, worn notebook. Inside
were simple handwritten notes, short sentences, dates, even stick-figure drawings. His mum had
helped him write them. Each page recorded something he had survived: “| was scared, but | made a
friend.” “I prayed before my test, and | passed.” “| thought | couldn’t, but | did.” When the nerves rose,
he would quietly flip through those pages. He wasn’t pretending fear didn’t exist, he was reminding
himself that fear had never had the final word. God knows we are forgetful people. | know my memory
is terrible, and that’'s why He tells Israel to build memorials, sing songs, tell stories, and teach their
children. When lIsrael forgot what God had done, they quickly doubted what He could do next.
Memory strengthens trust. Recalled faith fuels present courage. Every answered prayer, every quiet
rescue, every moment of sustaining grace becomes evidence for today. So, when fear speaks loudly,
pause and remember. Look back before you look ahead. The God who was faithful then has not
changed now.
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FRIDAY

THIS MORNING WAS A CHALLENGE WITH ALL THE SNOW AND AN EARLY FUNERAL AT CHURCH,
FOLLOWED BY BURIAL. MY CAR GOT STUCK ON THE CHURCH CAR PARK AND | HAD TO SOS REVD
MARK TO COME AND HELP DIG ME OUT. WE THEN SET TO CLEARING THE ENTRANCE IN READINESS
OF THE SERVICE. THE PREVIOUS DAY'S WARNINGS WERE CERTAINLY FULFILLED.

9th January — Morning all... Yesterday afternoon, senior leaders made the call to close council
buildings early and not reopen today because of severe snow and ice warnings. It wasn’t a decision
everyone fully understood in the moment, for some the disruption was inconvenient. Plans were
interrupted. Questions were asked. Yet the decision wasn’t made with perfect visibility - only with
responsibility, wisdom, and care for people’s safety. That moment mirrors something deeper about
obedience. Obedience often comes without explanation. God rarely reveals the full picture before
asking us to move. He doesn’t always lay out the route, the risks, or the results. He simply asks for
trust. Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 29:19, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.”
There were no details attached. No timelines. No guarantees of comfort or success. The disciples
didn’t know where they would sleep, how they would be received, or what opposition they would face.
They only knew who had sent them, and that was enough. So often, like yesterday’s decision,
obedience feels disruptive. It interrupts our plans, challenges our assumptions, and forces us to act
without certainty. We want clarity before commitment, reassurance before risk. But faith rarely works
that way. Faithfulness matters more than visible success. God is not asking us to control outcomes,
only to respond obediently. Our responsibility is the “go.” His responsibility is everything that follows.
God is present in every act of obedience, guiding, protecting, and working far beyond what we can
see.
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