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MONDAY 
YESTERDAY WE WATCHED ALL THE PHOTOS OF CHURCH EVENTS THROUGHTOUT THE YEAR 
DURING OUR THREE SERVICES. WE WERE ALL TOUCHED BY THE BLESSINGS WE HAVE RECEIVED 
AT GOD'S HAND. WE ARE NOW LOOKING FORWARD TO SEE WHAT BLESSINGS HE HAS IN STORE 
FOR US IN 2026. 
  

29th December – Morning all... There’s something about the final days of the year that slows us 
down. Presents are cleared away, calendars are almost empty, and we find ourselves replaying 
moments, some joyful, some painful, some we wish had turned out differently. Reflection is natural at 
this time of year. But the danger is not in looking back, but in pitching a tent there. The apostle Paul 
understood reflection, but he refused to be trapped by it. He writes: “Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13–14) Paul doesn’t deny the past; he simply refuses 
to let it define his direction. Some of us end 2025 proud of what God has done. However, there are 
those who limp towards the finish line, bruised by disappointment, grief, or unanswered prayer. 
Today’s invitation is the same for all of us: release the weight of yesterday into God’s hands. As this 
year closes, thank God for what He has taught you. Repent where you need to. Grieve honestly if you 
must. But do not stay there. God is not finished with you yet. The same grace that carried you through 
2025 I know will lead you into 2026. 
Revd Mark Spiers 
 
 
TUESDAY 
I KNOW A FEW WHO NEED TO HEAR THESE WORDS FROM REVD MARK TODAY, ESPECIALLY THE 
LAST SIX WORDS... 
  

30th December – Morning all...As the year ends, we often measure it by highlights, breakthroughs, 
celebrations, and answered prayers. But much of real life happens in quieter places: long nights, 
ordinary routines, and seasons where nothing seems to change. It’s often only in hindsight that we 
realise God was present all along. The prophet Jeremiah wrote these words of hope in the middle of 
devastation: “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22–23). Jeremiah didn’t write 
this from a place of comfort. He wrote it from the ruins. And yet he declares that God’s faithfulness is 
not seasonal, it’s constant. So, know this today, even in the hardest moments of 2025, God didn’t 
abandon you. When you felt tired, He sustained you. When you felt unsure, He steadied you. You’re 
still here, and that’s grace. 
Revd Mark Spiers 
 
 
WEDNESDAY – NEW YEAR’S EVE 
WELL, HERE WE ARE AT BRINK OF A BRAND NEW YEAR. THANK YOU, REVD MARK FOR ALL THE 
WONDERFUL DEVOTIONALS THAT YOU HAVE SO LOVINGLY PREPARED FOR US TO FACE EACH AND 
EVERY WORKING DAY. ENJOY YOUR SHORT BREAK IN YORK. GOD BLESS... 
  

31st December – Morning all... There’s something quietly powerful about standing on a threshold, that 
in-between moment where you haven’t fully left what was, but you haven’t yet stepped into what will 
be. We experience thresholds all through life, but New Year’s Eve brings one we all recognise. One 
year gently closes its door, another waits just ahead, and we find ourselves pausing in the space 
between memory and mystery. It’s in that space; thoughts tend to surface. We remember what the 
year held, the moments that shaped us, the prayers that were answered, and the ones that still ache. 
We also begin to imagine what lies ahead. Some hopes feel fragile. Some fears feel uncomfortably 
close. And even when we smile and celebrate, there’s often a quiet awareness that the future is 
unknown. It’s into moments like this that the psalmist speaks reassurance: “The Lord will watch over 
your coming and going both now and forevermore” (Psalm 121:8). Notice the tenderness of that 
promise. God does not only watch over the destination, He watches over the movement. The leaving 
and the arriving. The ending and the beginning. The stepping out and the stepping in. Every transition 
is covered by His care. As midnight approaches, it’s easy to feel the weight of questions we can’t yet 
answer. What will this new year bring? Will things change? Will burdens ease? Will strength come 
when it’s needed? God does not silence those questions with certainty. Instead, He meets them with 



presence. He doesn’t say, “I’ll explain everything.” He says, “I’ll be with you.” Trust, after all, isn’t 
about knowing the future, it’s about knowing who goes with you into it. Tonight, you do not cross into 
2026 alone. God is watching over your coming and your going. He’s already present in the days you 
haven’t lived yet, already at work in the moments you can’t yet see. You step forward not into 
emptiness, but into the care of a faithful God. The One who carried you through the year behind you 
is the same One who waits ahead, and His faithfulness hasn’t changed. 
Revd Mark Spiers 
 
 
THURSDAY – NEW YEAR’S DAY 
AS THE NEW YEAR BEGINS, WE ARE INVITED TO PAUSE - NOT TO MEASURE OURSELVES BY NEW 
RESOLUTIONS, BUT TO REST IN GOD'S DECLARATION OF NEW LIFE IN CHRIST. I MAKE THE SAME 
RESOLUTION EVERY YEAR, AND THAT IS TO RESOLVE NEVER TO MAKE RESOLUTIONS. 
  

1st January 2026 – Happy New Year, and good morning to you all. New Year’s Day often arrives 
quietly, yet it carries a surprising weight of expectation. New goals are spoken about. New habits are 
planned. New resolve is quietly demanded of us. Even before the year has properly begun, pressure 
can creep in, the pressure to do better, be better, try harder, change faster. And there’s nothing wrong 
with that, reflection is healthy. Growth matters. But pressure is not what God places on His people. 
Scripture gently reframes the way we begin a new year: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Grace doesn’t ask us to 
prove ourselves, it invites us to rest. That’s the heart of this verse. So, before you make a single 
resolution, before you take one step forward, God declares something over you: you’re already made 
new in Christ. This is not a future possibility; it’s a present reality. It always reminds me of a small 
child learning to walk. They don’t start by setting goals or making promises to do better. They take a 
step, wobble, fall, and instinctively look up, not in fear, but in expectation. They’re looking for the arms 
they trust will catch them. And every time, those arms are already open. That’s how God meets us at 
the beginning of a new year. We don’t need to reinvent ourselves, prove ourselves, or pressure 
ourselves into becoming someone else. In Christ, we already stand forgiven, restored, and held. So 
let today be less about the promises you make to God, and more about trusting what God has already 
declared over you. Let it be a day of surrender rather than striving, of resting rather than rushing. And 
that’s more than enough to carry you forward. 
Revd Mark Spiers 
 
 
FRIDAY 
AS WE STEP BACK INTO ORDINARY LIFE AFTER THE CHRISTMAS PAUSE, REVD MARK INVITES US TO 
REFLECT ON HOW GOD MEETS US, NOT IN IDEAL CONDITIONS, BUT RIGHT WHERE WE ARE, AT THE 
START OF AN ORDINARY DAY. 
  

2nd January – Morning all... The first day back at work after the Christmas break often carries mixed 
emotions. There’s the return to routine, the emails waiting, the diary filling up again. The festive pause 
has ended, and suddenly life feels loud and demanding once more. It’s in moments like this, that 
there’s a strong temptation to believe we should already be further along, more motivated, more 
focused, more ready for what lies ahead. We start to compare ourselves to colleagues who seem 
energised, to expectations that feel heavy, or even to the version of ourselves we hoped we would be 
by now. But God has never asked us to start from an ideal place. He has only ever asked us to start 
from a real one. Throughout Scripture, God consistently meets people in the middle of ordinary days. 
When God called Moses, he wasn’t leading a nation, he was tending sheep in the fields, far from the 
palace he once knew. When Jesus called the disciples, they weren’t in prayer meetings or moments 
of spiritual breakthrough, they were at work, casting nets, collecting taxes, going about an ordinary 
day. God steps into everyday life and calls people right where they stand. The psalmist reminds us of 
a quiet but powerful truth: “The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; your love, Lord, endures forever” 
(Psalm 138:8). That promise matters on a day like today. It tells us that God’s purposes are not 
fragile. They’re not delayed by tiredness, uncertainty, or a slow start. God already knows the pace 
we’re walking at. He knows the energy we have, or don’t have and He’s not disappointed by it. So 
today, resist the urge to rush ahead of grace. You don’t need to have everything figured out. You 
don’t need to feel ready. Faithfulness today might simply look like showing up, doing the next right 
thing, and trusting that God is at work even when it feels unremarkable. 
Revd Mark Spiers 


