THE REVD CANON DR MARK’S DAILY DEVOTIONALS #3174
20th — 24th JULY 2026

MONDAY

WHAT A BLESSING TO ATTEND THE FINAL SERVICE OF THE AMC (ANGLICAN MISSIONARY
CONGREGATIONS (EUROPE)) SYNOD ON SUNDAY IN BOLTON, AND TO BRING GOD'S WORD
BASED ON JOHN 8:32, "'THEN YOU WILL KNOW THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU
FREE'. THIS WAS HOSTED BY BISHOP GIDEON OF THE AMC.

27th July — Morning all... When | arrived at work this morning, | noticed the shopkeeper next door
sweeping the pavement outside his shop. It wasn't a big job. In fact, | imagine most people walked
straight past without giving it a second thought. There were no words of thanks, no applause, and
probably no one even noticed it had been done. Yet he carried on anyway. As | watched him, it made
me think about how much of life is like that. So many of the things we do every day go unnoticed.
Preparing meals, caring for family, checking in on a friend, helping a colleague, or quietly getting on
with the responsibilities that come our way. Most of those things will never make the news or earn us
recognition. But then | was reminded of Jesus' words in Luke 16:10, "Whoever can be trusted with
very little can also be trusted with much." Jesus has a wonderful way of turning our thinking upside
down. We often assume that God is only interested in the big moments, yet Jesus tells us that
faithfulness begins with the ordinary things. It's in the little acts of obedience, kindness and integrity
that our character is shaped. The truth is some of the most important things we do each day are the
things nobody else ever sees. But God sees them. He notices every act of kindness, every quiet word
of encouragement, every job done with honesty, every moment when we choose to do the right thing
even though no one would know if we didn't. Nothing done for Him is ever wasted. Don't
underestimate the ordinary. The small things matter because they matter to God.
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TUESDAY

GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE. IN TODAY'S THOUGHT-PROVOKING DEVOTIONAL, CANON
MARK REMINDS US OF THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED GIFT OF LISTENING. MAY WE NOT ONLY
HEAR THE VOICES OF THOSE AROUND US, BUT ALSO TAKE TIME TO LISTEN FOR THE
STILL, SMALL VOICE OF GOD SPEAKING INTO OUR HEARTS.

28th July — Morning all... | was in a meeting recently where someone was sharing an idea. Before
they'd even finished their sentence, another person jumped in with their opinion. Then someone else
joined in. Before long, the original speaker had hardly said a word. It wasn't intentional. No one was
being deliberately rude. In fact, everyone in the room was trying to contribute. But it reminded me how
easily we can become so eager to share our own thoughts that we forget to really listen to someone
else's. | wonder how often we do that in everyday life. Perhaps at home, when a family member is
trying to tell us about their day. At work, when a colleague is explaining a problem. Even after church,
when someone starts to share how they're really feeling, but we interrupt because we've already
begun thinking about our response. Most of us don't mean to do it. We simply spend more time
preparing our reply than listening to what's actually being said. James gives us this wonderful piece of
wisdom: "My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry." (James 1:19) | find it interesting that James starts with listening.
Listening is one of the greatest gifts we can give another person. It says, "You matter. I'm interested
in what you have to say. You have my attention." The same is true in our relationship with God. We
can become so busy bringing Him our requests that we forget to pause and listen. Sometimes the
greatest moments of prayer aren't when we're speaking, but when we're quietly allowing God's Word
to speak into our hearts. Maybe today, instead of rushing to have the last word, let’'s choose to be the
person who listens well.
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WEDNESDAY
THANK YOU, MARK, FOR THE LOVELY FLOWERS, CARD AND TOUCHING MESSAGE...

29th July — Morning all, today is a very special day for me and my family. Twenty years ago today, my
dad, Bishop Paul, was consecrated to the office of Bishop. It's one of those milestones that causes
you to stop for a moment and reflect on God's faithfulness over the years, especially as twenty years
is a long time. Its countless services preached, confirmations, ordinations, visits to churches,



meetings, difficult decisions, words of encouragement, prayers offered quietly behind the scenes, and
countless miles travelled in the service of Christ. Most of those moments will never make the
headlines. But God has seen every one of them. As | was in church this morning praying with my dad,
these words from the apostle Paul came to mind: "Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labour in the Lord is not in vain." (1 Corinthians 15:58) What a wonderful promise. So, whether
we're a bishop, a minister, a churchwarden, a volunteer making the tea, or simply seeking to live
faithfully for Christ in our everyday lives, none of our service goes unnoticed by God. The older | get,
the more | realise that faithfulness is often found in the ordinary. It's turning up when you don't feel like
it. It's praying when nobody else knows. It's continuing to serve even when there is little recognition.
It's trusting God through the seasons of joy and the seasons of disappointment. That’s the kind of
faithfulness that honours God. Today, I'm incredibly thankful for my dad's example, not because he
has always had an easy path, but because, through the ups and downs of ministry, he has remained
faithful to the calling God placed upon his life.
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THURSDAY
ONE OF MY FIRST PRAYERS OF THE DAY, EVERY DAY, IS WHEN I'M COMING DOWN THE
STAIRS AND CAN SEE MY CAR IS STILL ON THE DRIVE.

30th July — Morning all... Have you ever noticed how quickly we say "thank you" when someone holds
a door open for us or lets us out in traffic? It's almost automatic. Most of us were brought up to say
thank you. It's a simple gesture, but it acknowledges that someone has shown us a little kindness. Yet
it made me wonder this morning whether we're always as quick to thank God for what He does for us.
We're usually very good at praying when we need help or to ask Him to guide us when we're facing a
difficult decision. But how often do we simply stop, with nothing to ask for, and just simply say, "Thank
You, Lord." The writer of Chronicles reminds us: "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love
endures forever." (1 Chronicles 16:34) It tells us to give thanks because God is good. His goodness
doesn't change with our circumstances. Whether we're celebrating life's greatest joys or walking
through its deepest valleys, His love still endures. | wonder what would happen if, for just one day, our
first prayer wasn't, "Lord, help me..." But simply, "Lord, thank You." Thank You for Your patience.
Thank You for Your mercy. Thank You for never giving up on me. Thank You for walking with me
through another day. | have a feeling we would finish that prayer with a very different perspective.
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FRIDAY

FOR THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED, TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO CONFIRM YOUR
INTEREST IN ATTENDING THE SOUTHERN DIOCESE 3 DAY RETREAT AT THE END OF
OCTOBER. IF YOU NEED FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE JUST ASK. WE NEED TO
CONFIRM THE BOOKING BY MONDAY. SO DO NOT DELAY, LET ROBERT WILSON KNOW
TODAY, OR MYSELF IF HIS EMAIL ADDRESS IS NOT ACCESSIBLE. HAVE A WONDERFUL
WEEKEND.

31st July — Morning all... | wonder if you've ever caught yourself saying, "If only..." "If only | had a little
more time." "If only this situation would change." "If only that door would open." We all have hopes,
plans and prayers. Sometimes we even find ourselves limiting what we ask God for because we don't
want to be disappointed. That's when we start thinking, "I'll just pray for the small things." Yet Paul
reminds us that we worship a God who isn't limited by our expectations. He writes: "Now to Him who
is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work
within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen." (Ephesians 3:20-21) WOW! More than all we ask or imagine. God isn't confined by our
limited thinking. We see today's circumstances, but He sees tomorrow's opportunities. We see
obstacles but God sees possibilities. We see what we can do. God sees what He can do. Looking
back over my own life, | can think of so many moments where God's plans turned out to be far better
than mine. At the time, | couldn't understand why certain doors closed or why some prayers seemed
unanswered. Yet with hindsight, | can see that God was already working on something greater than |
could have imagined. So today, don't make the mistake of putting limits on God. Bring Him your
dreams. Bring Him the situations that seem impossible. Then leave them in the hands of the One who
is able to do immeasurably more than you could ever ask or imagine.
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