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MONDAY

| AM THANKFUL FOR THE REVD CANON DR MARK FOR PROVIDING HIS DAILY DEVOTIONALS FOR
THIS COMING WEEK, DESPITE BEING ON HOLIDAY. IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED. HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOO
FOR YESTERDAY (12th).

13th July — The other evening, | realised I'd reached the end of another busy day and couldn't quite
remember where the time had gone. I'd been occupied from morning until evening. As | sat down, |
found myself thinking, "Where did today go?" Perhaps you've had days like that. In fact, perhaps
you've had weeks like that. Life has a way of keeping us moving. We tick one thing off the list only to
add two more. Before long, another week has disappeared, another month has passed, and before
we know not the shops are filled with Christmas gifts. Recently | came across a quote attributed to
John Lennon: "Life is what happens to you while you're busy making other plans." Theres a lot of truth
in those words. If we're not careful, we can become so busy preparing for tomorrow that we forget to
live today. We become so focused on getting through life that we don't always stop to appreciate it.
That's why | find these words from the prophet Haggai so refreshing: "Give careful thought to your
ways." (Haggai 1:5) This is where God is inviting us to pause long enough to ask some important
questions. Am | spending my time on what really matters? Am | making room for God in the middle of
my busy schedule? Am | becoming the person He is calling me to be, or am | simply becoming
busier? We often measure our worth by how much we've achieved. But God measures life differently.
He’s far more interested in the condition of our hearts than the number of tasks we've completed.
Perhaps today, before you rush on to the next thing, take five minutes to pause and thank God for His
blessings.
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TUESDAY

CANON MARK REMINDS ME OF A SERMON ILLUSTRATION | USED RECENTLY - 'Wren asked three
workmen what they were doing. The first replied, "I'm cutting stone." The second said, "I'm earning a living." The
third looked up and said, "I'm helping Sir Christopher Wren build a great cathedral to the glory of God."

14th July — Morning all... Over the past few weeks, | found myself watching some workmen laying the
foundations for a new building. If you walked past, you probably wouldn't have given it a second
thought. There wasn't much to see, just a few machines, some concrete and people getting on with
their jobs. Yet everyone knew they weren't building for today. They were building for what would
eventually stand there. It reminded me how much of life is like that. We often want immediate results.
We pray today and hope for an answer tomorrow. We start a new habit and expect instant change.
We long to see our families, our churches or even ourselves transformed overnight. But God often
works differently. The prophet Zechariah says: "Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord
rejoices to see the work begin." (Zechariah 4:10) | love those words because they remind us that God
celebrates the beginning just as much as the completion. Perhaps your faith feels small today or your
prayers seem insignificant. Don't underestimate what God can do with small beginnings. Every great
tree began as a tiny seed. Every lifelong friendship started with a single conversation. God isn't
asking you to finish everything today. He's simply asking you to take the next faithful step.
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WEDNESDAY
TODAY'S DEVOTIONAL REMINDS US THAT, EVEN WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE, OUR
CONFIDENCE AND JOY CAN REMAIN SECURE IN THE UNCHANGING FAITHFULNESS OF GOD.

15th July — Morning all... | overheard someone say this recently, "Life doesn't always go according to
plan, does it?" How true they are. We all have expectations of how life will unfold. We make plans, set
goals, and hope that everything will fall neatly into place. Yet life has a habit of surprising us.
Sometimes it's the phone call we never expected. Sometimes it's a change at work. Sometimes it's
disappointing news, or simply the realisation that life isn't turning out quite as we had imagined. The
prophet Habakkuk certainly understood that feeling. He looked around and saw uncertainty, hardship
and a future that appeared anything but hopeful. Yet, in the middle of it all, he made one of the
greatest declarations of faith in the whole of Scripture: "Though the fig tree does not bud and there
are no grapes on the vines... yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will be joyful in God my Saviour."



(Habakkuk 3:17—18) He doesn't pretend everything is fine. He doesn't ignore reality and He doesn't
deny that life is difficult. Instead, he chooses to place his confidence in the One who never changes.
His circumstances hadn't improved, but his perspective had. I'm sure that's a lesson many of us need
to hear today. Our joy isn't based on whether everything is going well. If it were, it would come and go
as quickly as our circumstances changed. Our joy runs much deeper. It's rooted in the unchanging
character of God. The same God, who was faithful yesterday, is faithful today, and will be faithful
tomorrow.
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THURSDAY

IT'S EASY TO LOOK AT THE LIVES OF OTHERS AND WONDER WHY OUR OWN JOURNEY SEEMS
MORE DIFFICULT. TODAY'S DEVOTIONAL ENCOURAGES US TO TRUST THAT OUR LOVING HEAVENLY
FATHER KNOWS WHAT IS BEST, AND THAT HE NEVER WITHHOLDS WHAT IS TRULY GOOD FOR HIS
CHILDREN - APART FROM A PLACE IN THE WORLD CUP FINAL!

16th July — Morning all... | don't know if you're anything like me, but have you ever found yourself
looking at someone else's life and thinking, "They seem to have it all together." Perhaps they've just
landed the promotion you were hoping for. Maybe they're off on another holiday while you're
wondering how you'll pay the next bill. Or perhaps they simply seem to have life worked out while
you're still trying to make sense of your own path. It's so easy to compare. In fact, comparison has
become one of the biggest thieves of contentment. We scroll through social media and see the
highlights of everyone else's lives, forgetting that we're only seeing a snapshot, not the whole story.
The truth is, we all have things we'd like to change. We all have moments when we wonder why some
doors open for others but remain firmly closed for us. The Psalmist gives us a wonderful reminder:
"The Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he
withhold from those whose walk is blameless." (Psalm 84:11) | used to read that verse and wonder,
"Really? What about all the things I've prayed for that haven't happened?" But over the years I've
come to realise that God isn't promising to give us everything we want. He's promising that He will
never withhold anything that is truly good for us. Like any loving parent, God sees the bigger picture.
There have been things I've asked God for in the past that I'm now grateful He didn't give me.
Whatever you're waiting for today, don't mistake God's silence for His absence or His delay for His
indifference. He is still your sun, bringing light when life feels dark. He is still your shield, protecting
you in ways you may never fully understand.
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FRIDAY

CANON MARK REMINDS OF THE TIME | WAS AT CHRIST CHURCH, WILLESBOROUGH. MY JOURNEY
TO CHURCH WAS FINE FROM THE HOTEL BUT DURING THE DAY ASHFORD AUTHORITIES CHANGED
THE TOWN CENTRE ONE WAY SYSTEM, SO THAT MANY ONE-WAY STREETS WERE ONE-WAY
STREETS IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. ON MY RETURN THE SATNAV WENT IN A SPIN, CONSTANTLY
SAYING, 'MAKE A U-TURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.' AND EVENTUALLY A MESSAGE APPEARED
SAYING - 'SORRY, WE CANNOT GET YOU SAFELY TO YOUR DESTINATION.' THANKFULLY, GOD HAS
MORE PATIENCE.

17th July — Morning all... Now, those of you who are a little younger probably won't remember the
days before satellite navigation. Back then, if you were going somewhere unfamiliar, you'd have a
road atlas on the passenger seat, or if you were lucky, someone beside you trying to read it! If you
missed a turning, there was no voice calmly telling you to "recalculate your route." Instead, you'd have
to find somewhere safe to pull over, wrestle with a map that never seemed to fold back the way it
should and work out exactly where you'd gone wrong before setting off again. Thankfully, modern sat
navs are wonderfully patient, they gently guide you back in the right direction. I'm sure there are times
when we're faced with decisions that aren't straightforward. Should | take that opportunity? Is this the
right path? Am | making the right choice? If only life came with a sat nav. The good news is that God
has never expected us to navigate life on our own. Isaiah gives us this wonderful promise: "Whether
you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, 'This is the way; walk
in it." (Isaiah 30:21) | love this verse because God doesn't promise to show us every detail of the
journey. He doesn't hand us a map of the next ten years. Instead, He promises His guidance, one
step at a time. Perhaps you're facing a decision today, or maybe you're simply wondering what God
has planned next. Take heart - the God who knows the destination also knows the way. Stay close to
Him, keep listening for His voice through His Word, and trust Him with the next step. You don't need
to see the whole journey ahead when you're walking with the One who does.
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