CANON MARK'S DEVOTIONAL REMINDS US THAT GOD'S GREATEST BLESSINGS ARE OFTEN
FOUND IN THE ORDINARY PEOPLE AND DAILY GIFTS WE CAN EASILY TAKE FOR GRANTED
UNTIL THEIR ABSENCE REVEALS THEIR TRUE VALUE.

8" June — Morning all, Liz has been away for the weekend, and | have to admit, the house felt noticeably
different. It's funny really. When someone is part of your everyday life, you don't always notice all the little
things until they're not there. The routines you've built together without even thinking about them. They
become such a normal part of life that you barely notice them, until suddenly they're absent. And yet,
nothing dramatic had changed. The furniture was still in the same place. The kettle still worked. The
television still turned on. But there was a quietness that wasn't there before. And it made me think about
how absence has a way of revealing value. Sometimes we don't fully appreciate a gift until it's temporarily
removed. Not because we're ungrateful, but because familiarity can make blessings feel ordinary. We
become accustomed to the people who encourage us, support us, make us laugh, and share life with us.
James reminds us that; "Every good and perfect gift is from above." (James 1:17) When we think of God's
gifts, our minds often jump to the big things, answered prayers, major blessings, significant moments. Yet
most of God's gifts arrive in surprisingly ordinary packaging. The older | get, the more | realise that some of
life's greatest blessings aren't things at all, they're people. And yet, if we're not careful, we can spend so
much time focusing on what we don't have that we overlook the gifts God has already placed right in front
of us. Perhaps that's why Scripture so often calls us to give thanks. Not because God needs our gratitude,
but because we need the perspective that gratitude brings. Sometimes absence reminds us of what
presence means. And that's a gift worth celebrating.

Revd Canon Dr Mark Spiers

CANON MARK AND | WERE TALKING ABOUT GIVING AND GIVERS THE WEEKEND. IT'S AMAZING
THAT WHENEVER THERE IS A CALL FOR A NEED IN THE CHURCH, GENERALLY IT IS THOSE WHO
ALREADY GIVE GENEROUSLY, GIVE EVEN MORE.

9th June — Morning all... | was looking through my banking app this morning and noticed something
interesting. Every transaction told a story. There were the essentials: bills, groceries, a few treats, and the
occasional purchase that seemed like a good idea at the time. And then there were the things | genuinely
value, family, ministry, helping others. It struck me that if someone looked through my bank statement,
they would learn quite a lot about what matters to me. Jesus once said: "For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21) Notice He doesn't say our money follows our hearts. He says our
hearts often follow our treasure. That brings us to the subject of giving. Generosity isn't always easy. Most
of us have bills to pay, responsibilities to meet, and unexpected expenses that seem to appear at exactly
the wrong moment. It's natural to think, "I'll be more generous when | have a bit more." The problem is that
"a bit more" never seems to arrive. Somehow there is always another expense waiting around the corner.
John Wesley once said: "Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can." Throughout Scripture, tithing
and generous giving were never primarily about God's need. After all, everything already belongs to Him.
Giving is about our hearts. It's a way of saying, "Lord, | trust You more than | trust my bank balance. |
recognise that everything | have comes from You." And let’s not forget the apostle Paul writes: "God loves
a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7) I've often found that some of the most generous people aren't
necessarily the wealthiest. They simply understand that blessing flows through open hands far more easily
than clenched fists. Maybe today is an opportunity to ask ourselves a simple question; If my spending
reflects my priorities, what story is it telling? Because every pound we have is ultimately a gift from God,
and generosity is one of the ways we acknowledge the Giver.
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CANON MARK'S CHALLENGES US THIS MORNING TO LOOK INWARDLY INTO OUR HEARTS.
THERE'S A LOVELY HYMN CALLED, 'l SURRENDER ALL".
YOU CAN HEAR IT HERE - https://youtu.be/SW8EA7DEQ2M

10th June — Morning all... Like many people, I've been watching the news recently and feeling saddened
by the number of stories involving knife crime. Another young life lost. Another family devastated. Another
community left asking how things have reached this point. Alongside that, there are ongoing debates about


https://youtu.be/SW8EA7DEQ2M

stop and search, policing, justice, and how best to keep people safe. Everyone seems to have an opinion.
Politicians, commentators, journalists, and members of the public all offering solutions to a problem that
feels increasingly complex. And whilst those conversations are important, | sometimes find myself thinking
that beneath all the debates lies a deeper issue. Because knives don't create anger, they don't create
hatred and they don’t create violence. They simply reveal something that was already present. Jesus said:
"For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander." (Matthew 15:19) Those are challenging words because Jesus points beyond behaviour to the
human heart. He reminds us that the problems we see in society are often symptoms of something deeper.
It's easy to look at the headlines and think, "What's wrong with the world?" Yet Scripture gently turns the
question back towards us and asks, "What's happening in your heart?" The answer to society's problems
isn't simply better laws, stronger enforcement, or tougher penalties, important though those things may be.
Ultimately, the world needs transformed hearts. Hearts changed by grace. Hearts shaped by compassion.
Hearts surrendered to Christ. Because while governments can change policies and police can enforce
laws, only God can truly transform a heart. And changed hearts have always been where lasting change
begins.
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AS | SEND THIS DEVOTIONAL, | AM ACTUALLY WATCHING THE FIRST WORLD CUP MATCH
BETWEEN MEXICO AND SOUTH AFRICA. MEXICO HAS JUST GONE 2:0 UP. THEN | READ CANON
MARK'S DEVOTIONAL.... READ ON.

11th June — Morning all... Over the next few weeks, millions of people will suddenly become football
experts. People who haven't watched a match all year will be predicting winners, analysing tactics, and
explaining exactly what the manager should have done differently. There'll be excitement, hope, nerves,
and probably a few broken hearts along the way. But what really strikes me about events like this is how
much expectation they create. Before a ball has even been kicked, people are already imagining what
could happen. They're looking forward to something. And we all need something to look forward to.
Something that lifts our eyes beyond the routine of work, bills, responsibilities, and the endless cycle of
things that demand our attention. The Bible speaks a lot about hope. Paul writes: "May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in him." (Romans 15:13) Desmond Tutu once said: "Hope is being
able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness." And let’s be honest there’s plenty in the world
that could make us lose hope. A few minutes watching the news is enough to remind us of that. Yet as
Christians, our hope isn't tied to circumstances. It's tied to Christ. The World Cup will come and go. One
team will lift the trophy, everyone else will go home disappointed, and before long attention will move on to
something else. But the hope we have in Jesus doesn't come and go. It remains. So, enjoy the football,
enjoy the conversations, and enjoy the excitement. But remember that our greatest hope isn't found in a
tournament, a result, or a trophy. It's found in the One who holds our future securely in His hands.
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JUST PUTTING TOGETHER THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE ORDINATION OF JOHN DEANE-
O'KEEFFE TO THE DIACONATE AT ST ANDREW'S CHURCH ON SUNDAY 28TH JUNE AT 6pm.
PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING. HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEKEND. FOR US, HERE AT
ST ANDREW'S, WE HAVE A FAMILY FUN DAY FROM 12NOON. EVERY BLESSING

12th June — Morning all... As we approach another weekend, | was reminded this week how much of life is
spent preparing for the next thing. The next meeting. The next task. The next appointment. The next week.
Before we know it, we're mentally living somewhere in the future. Even when we're sitting at the dinner
table, our minds are already on tomorrow's to-do list. | don't think we mean to do it, but life is busy and
responsibilities are real. There are people depending on us, things that need organising, and problems that
require our attention. But somewhere along the way, it's easy to miss the moments right in front of us
because we're always looking over the horizon. Jesus says: "Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself." (Matthew 6:34) That's not an instruction to be careless or irresponsible. Jesus isn't
telling us not to plan ahead. Rather, He's inviting us not to carry tomorrow's burdens before tomorrow
arrives. God rarely gives us strength for next month today. He gives us what we need for this day. The
patience for today's challenge, the grace for today's struggle, and the joy for today's blessings. And when
tomorrow arrives, He'll be there too, just as faithful as He has always been. Take note, this day isn't simply
something to get through on the way to somewhere else. It's a gift from God. And whatever this day holds,
He has already provided everything you need to live it faithfully.
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